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H ave you ever run a distance race?  Most 
of us have watched one and some of us 

have tried.  More than ever, ordinary citizens are 
choosing to run a marathon.  Many who do say 
the toughest part of the race is 
around half way.  It’s a psycho-
logical thing; there’s something 
about feeling exhausted with the 
knowledge that just as 
much is still ahead. 
 
A little less than half way is 
where Elverson is with our 
Main Street Project.  That 
is, we’re almost half way in 
the number of months of 
time we have work affect-
ing our street traffic com-
pared to the total months.  
In a few weeks two-way 
traffic will be open as nor-
mal until Spring.  “2018” 
will be behind us with 
“2019” to go.  We’re al-
most half way and we’re exhausted. 
 
Like a distance race, it may be harder than we 
all thought.  The inconveniences have been sig-
nificant.  The misguided motorists have been 
more plentiful than we could have imagined.  
The waiting for flaggers has been longer than 
anticipated.  The roads have been rougher and 
banging trucks louder.  Business has been chal-
lenged greater than expected with significantly 
reduced numbers of drive-by customers.  We all 

wonder if we can endure this for another year. 
 
We can do this because we’re all in it together 
(WAIT).   In this race, we need to throw each other 

water bottles and shout words 
of encouragement.  We need to 
remind each other of the signif-
icant long term benefits for 

Elverson.  We need to 
remember what it’s like 
to be a lost traveler and 
help errant drivers; not 
hate them.  We need to 
frequent our local busi-
nesses as much as possi-
ble.  And we need to re-
member how fast time 
flies; to encourage each 
other to be patient.   
 
We get a few months this 
winter to recharge and 
run the last half.  If we 
have learned to WAIT 

patiently during the first half, we will do much more 
than benefit from the finish line.  In fact, the greatest 
difference between our WAIT project and a long dis-
tance race is the long term benefits.  A long distance 
race ends with days of stiff muscles and sore joints; 
none of that with our newly constructed Main Street.  
Instead of an older wearing out body, we get 50 
years of extended street life.   

 
Let’s do it together! 

 

 IN THE MIDDLE OF IT - HALF TIME 

“WAIT” Communications Committee 
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Henrietta Hankin Library 
Beverly Lawler, Manager 

 
Well, I’m not sure where to begin!! There is a lot going 
on at the library, as usual. 
 
The Friends of the Henrietta Hankin Branch Library will 
be holding their Fall Book Sale Thursday through Sun-
day, November 8 – 11. The Thursday evening sale is ex-
clusively for Friends’ members.  You can join at the 
door. Friday, 12 – 8 PM, and Saturday, 9:30 AM – 4:00 
PM, the sale is open to everybody. On Sunday, from 1 
PM – 4 PM, everybody can buy a bag of items for $10. 
Every day of the sale you can purchase a Friends of the 
Library canvas tote bag and fill it for just $25. 
 
If you enjoy eAudiobooks, the Chester County Library 
has just subscribed to RB Digital with funds from the 
Chester County Library Trust. About 6000 titles are now 
available, with no wait time!! To begin using this new 
service, go to https://chesterpa.rbdigital.com/  
 
Teens in grades 6 – 12 are encouraged to register for a 
Breakout Box Challenge on Tuesday, November 6th 
when schools are closed for Election Day. A Heart of 
Bliss Yoga series begins on Monday, November 19th, at 6 
PM. The Writing Circle at Henrietta Hankin continues in 
November and December. In November we have pro-
grams on tax reform, memory loss, and our ongoing pro-
grams which include book clubs, Mah Jongg, Bridge and 
Crochet One, Knit Too! You can find details at Chescoli-
braries.org/Events. 
 
If you use the library, tell a friend!! Make sure your 
elected officials know how important the library is.  Help 
create a buzz about everything that your library offers. 
 
Have a Wonderful Thanksgiving!! 
 

Election Day 
Tuesday, November 6, 7 am to 8 pm—Brick Lane Community Church, 52 S Brick Lane 

Elverson News 
Esther Prosser 

 

I t was big news this year when we decided to cancel the El-
verson Parade. Our parade had occurred without interruption 

every third Wednesday evening in October since 1972.  You do 
the math.  But the committee decided that safety trumped fun.  
We are planning for 2019 and will keep you posted. 
 
Please note the importance of our Twin Valley Fire Department 
(see page 3).  We are fortunate to have such a well trained, com-
mitted group of volunteers just down the road, ready at a mo-
ment’s notice to rescue us from the accidents and misfortunes 
life throws at us.  Please open up your pocket books and gener-
ously give. The ordinance proclaims October as the month for 
fund raising.  But November is fine too.  Send your check to the 
TVFD, PO Box 181, Elverson or go to www.tvfd69.com and click 
on “make a donation.” 
 
Some of you may not know that Elverson has a Shade Tree 
Commission. Formed in 2009, our function is to control and pro-
tect street trees within the Borough, which includes planting, 
removing, replacing, maintaining, regulating and caring for street 
trees.  We are treating our ash trees to protect them from an 
invasive insect called the ash borer.  We are presently in the 
throes of spotted lanternfly education and treatment (see pages 
5-8). If you have a street tree on your property and need help 
with its care, please call or email the Borough office—
secretary@elversonboro.org, 610.286.6420. 
 
If you’re looking for a way to become involved in our town, you 
may consider joining our newly formed Parks & Rec committee.  
We have only been meeting for a couple of months but are well 
into planning for the improvement of our parks—Livingood and 
the Borough Hall park.  We are also studying trail maps to find 
ways to better connect roadways within Elverson so residents 
can walk anywhere within the Borough safely.  If you have ideas 
and would like to join us, let me know—esther@stoltzfus.com, 
484.269.7153. 
 
And thanks for your patience as we crawl through our road con-
struction because the end is in sight and it’s going to be very 
good. 

https://chesterpa.rbdigital.com/
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Continued on page 5 
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Continued from page 4 

Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 5 

Continued on page 7 
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Continued from page 6 
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T his is what I now tell people 
who ask me where I live. 

Eight years ago, when we moved to 
Elverson from Exton, I thought that 
answer would pinpoint where I lived 
– in a small community approximate-
ly one square mile in area in north-
west Chester County.  
 
My first surprise came when I was 
assigned a phone number with a 286 exchange. I 
was sure that there was some mistake because 286 
was listed in the Reading Phone Book as a Morgan-
town exchange and Morgantown is in Berks Coun-
ty! I called my neighbor to ask about this (using a 
913 exchange) and she wasn’t quite sure why this 
was so but said she figured that at some point, El-
verson was part of Morgantown. Ok, I could buy 
that.  
 
But the next morning my confusion grew. I drove 
out Rte. 82 and then onto Rte. 23, passing a sign that 
indicated that I was entering Berks County and pro-
ceeded about another mile to a shopping center 
called Morgantown Crossings. I was elated to find a 
Lowes and Walmart in this center. But my confu-
sion returned when I looked at my sales receipt from 
Walmart. The address of the store was 100 Cross-
ings Blvd in Elverson, PA 19520. And yet I was still 
in Berks County. Other road signs indicated that I 
was now in a township as well—Caernarvon Town-
ship. Was part of Elverson actually in Berks Coun-
ty? I decided to investigate. 
 
Looking at a map, I could see that Elverson (as in 

zip code 19520) was a fairly large 
area comprising parts of several 
townships and even two counties. I 
discovered that someone with an El-
verson address might actually live 
quite a distance from my home. And 
I realized that Elverson Borough is 
only a small part of that area – one 
square mile of it - to be exact. More 
recently, it has come to my attention 

that my phone number does not seem to be listed in 
any local phone book. We started out with Wind-
stream as our phone company but switched to Service 
Electric Cablevision when we were unhappy with 
Windstream’s performance. That in itself is strange 
as Service Electric Cablevision does not sell electrici-
ty but provides television cable, telephone and inter-
net service. We are happy with this company; howev-
er, now our out-of-town friends cannot look up our 
telephone number in a directory. The Reading phone 
book does list some Elverson Borough numbers but 
only those for subscribers of Frontier Telephone 
Company. Judging by the number of telemarketer and 
other unwanted phone calls we get each day, I believe 
that the only people who might not be able to find our 
phone number are those we actually want to talk to. 
 
At any rate, I no longer tell people that I live in El-
verson. I say that I live in Elverson Borough. If out-of
-towners don’t know where that is, I tell them to look 
at a local weather map, find the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike and then search for the short stretch of multi-
lane highway that extends north towards Reading. I 
live just east of that junction – in what is arguably the 
best but very probably one of the best hidden square 
miles in Chester County, PA. 

I LIVE IN ELVERSON BOROUGH 
Jody Phillips 
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Send your Elverson news and stories to our 

editor at brenda@stoltzfus.com  

by December 15 or call her at 610.286.5115.  

 

Newsletters can be found on  

elversonboro.org. 
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