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CANDIDATES FOR BOROUGH OF ELVERSON ELECTIONS
NOVEMBER 5
BOB BRODERICK—RUNNING UNOPPOSED FOR MAYOR
Question: Why would someone want to be mayor of a borough or city in
times of tight budgets? Answer: Someone has to step forward and accept
the challenge! Spending two years on borough council will help me to
some extent and my thirty years with two major publishers adds some
skills in problem solving and decision making. However, my most important experience has to be the years I've been fortunate enough to live in our
borough. See you at the polls!

FIVE CANDIDATES RUNNING FOR FOUR BOROUGH COUNCIL SEATS
My name is Dwight Frizén and I’m running for borough council. My wife Kelly, our two
children (Aleks & Ana) and I have lived in Elverson for over 14 years, the last 3 ½ within
the borough itself. You’ve probably seen us at one time or another walking our German
Shepherd around the borough.
I grew up in Birchrunville, in West Vincent Township. I graduated from Owen J.
Roberts High School, spent 5 years in the US Navy, then went on to graduate from West
Chester University with a degree in Computer Science. I have over 30 years of experience in Information Technology, mostly working as a services consultant and project
manager. Being in the Navy and working in a consulting organization has allowed me
the opportunity to travel, around the country and throughout the world. When I traveled I
gained a wealth of experience, but this area was home. Elverson IS HOME. And as we all take pride in our
homes, that’s how I feel about Elverson and why I’m asking for your vote. I would consider it a privilege to serve
this community to help maintain its reputation as a charming and safe place to live. I am supportive of local
business, while keeping our historical and community feel, and with slowing down the traffic that tears through
town. I am NOT supportive of putting any undue burden of additional taxes on anyone. With your help, I will
use my experience as a project manager to help grow our town into one that anyone would be happy to call
HOME.

I am Bob French, Republican candidate for Borough Council. My wife Rosemary
and I have lived in Elverson for seven years. Our large family of six children, sixteen grandchildren and five great grandchildren keep us busy much of the time.
We also like looking for antiques that would compliment our home. I am a rather
serious woodworker who also enjoys golf and hunting.
In the past, I have been President of various organizations as well as our Homeowners Association. My belief has always been that everyone in a community has
knowledge and experience to share, which benefit the community as a whole. My working career as a
Project Manager and Superintendent for large commercial construction contributes to that experience.
Doing my part for our community of Elverson is my reason for running for Borough Council.
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My name is Tim McEwen and I am currently a member of the Elverson Borough Council. I have
served on this council for the past six years working to make the borough a better place to live. Our
small community is rich in history with family heritage going back several generations, including my
own. I am Owner/Operator of a small business that serves many borough residents. I am proud to live
and operate my business here and enjoy helping our borough to maintain its small town charm.
My name is Esther Prosser and I grew up in Elverson on a chicken farm on the east side
where the Summerfield community is now located. I left Elverson for college, then taught Health and
Physical Education, living in Texas, Maryland and western Pennsylvania. My final teaching job was in special education, working with emotional disturbed kids. In 1997, I moved (with my four children) back to
Elverson to join the family business, Stoltzfus Enterprises, selling real estate.
When Elverson began our first Main Street project in 2006, I became interested in helping with it. I
found myself becoming enraptured with this small town as it grew to prominence as the greatest square
mile in Chester County. One thing led to another until I found myself consumed with pretty much everything Elverson– the Halloween Parade, Historical Commission, Tree Commission, Day at the Park, and the Farmers’ Market . It has been a pleasure living
and working in this small town selling Elverson properties and rubbing shoulders with people I have come to know and love. I hope
to continue by helping make decisions that benefit Elverson residents, understanding that more government is not the solution to
problems. Instead, neighbors loving neighbors is what makes a small town a great place to live.
Candidate: Merle W. Stoltzfus – married to Diane – 6 children
I have lived in Elverson – the greatest square mile – most of my life, excepting my college years and immediately following. I was raised here and raised my family in this great place. I have always been an
advocate of limiting government to the role of public protection. When government gets involved in activities that should be accomplished through the church and/or family, government eventually fails to deliver but exacts resources (taxes) from its people at unnecessary levels. Even at the municipal level, government has grown outside effective levels of involvement. My continued theme is “Communication and
cooperation – NOT taxes and conflict”. We have many opportunities to continue to improve our greatest
square mile through cooperation with citizens and businesses without greater taxation of our citizens. The
principles of Biblical truth work in every culture in the world – including Elverson.

ELVERSON’S PARADE RODEO ~ Jody Phillips
One of the largest and most interesting Halloween parades marched and drove down Main
Street in Elverson the evening of October 16. Forty-two units competed in five divisions for
prizes, performing for the judges in front of the Reviewing/Judge’s Stand located at Shear
Heaven at 70 West Main Street.

Winners were:
Best of Show - Cub Pack 543
Marching Units (4 entries): First - Freedom Riders; Second - Relay for Life.
Best on Wheels (3 entries): First - Jody Phillips; Rodeo Queen
Second - The Kinsey family
Non-Commercial Float (6 entries): First - Hopewell Christian Fellowship;
Second - Morgantown Community Church Awana
Commercial Float (13 entries): First - Thunderwash; Second - Twisted Scissors
Scout Troop (4 entries): First - Girl Scouts of Eastern PA; Second - Cub Pack 529
Our thanks to Herb Jeffries of Party Light & Rentals of Morgantown as we overlooked listing him in our parade flyer. His business supplied the lighting for the judge's stand. This
company rents out lights, tents, tables, moon bounces plus many other items. Call them at
484-794-7681 for all your large party needs. They are one of 64 businesses who contributed to our parade.
Continued on page 6
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW
ELVERSON BOROUGH?
by Jody Phillips

T

hree Elversonians knew the correct answers to
the questions I asked about the tombstone pictured in the last issue of the Newsletter. The man
who died is Joseph Grier. (I also accepted Crier, as
carved inscriptions can be hard to read). He died on
June 5, 1888. (This was a give-away as the date of
his death is in the photo of the inscription). He is
buried in the cemetery of the United Brethren
Church, located at the bend in South Chestnut
Street and, his grave is right next to the black iron
fence surrounding it. His epitaph, "He is not dead,"
does not mean that he was some sort of Zombie, a
thought which may have occurred to a few of the
younger children as they walked up the hill to
school, but was a testimony to his belief that he had
passed on to eternal life in Heaven. Currently, the
Warwick Bible Church uses this historic building
(constructed in 1883) for worship services.
Because I was away when the newsletter came
out this month and a dash crept into the middle of
my email address (twice!), I accepted correct answers for the drawing through October 10 and drew
the winner's name that evening. And the winner is
Lauren Vansteenvoort. She wins a $10 gift certificate to the Elverson Deli. Also winners and receiving
runners-up prizes of a free beverage from the Deli,
are Joyce Gondy and Robert Mohl. Please keep on
playing. While you are at the Deli, check out Kevin's
breakfast sandwiches. They are delicious and much
better than the ones at those fast-food places up the
road. They are very reasonably priced too and Kevin
only buys the leanest bacon and is very generous
when serving it.
November's photo is in an area
of the borough which most residents probably seldom visit and
yet travel right by on a regular basis. Please tell me what it is and
where it is located. This is a very
easy photo to identify. I really
thought that I would get at least ten
correct answers for the October
photo but only got three. Come on now. This is your
chance to win!
Email me at Jodysfritz@gmail.com (no punctuation between letters) or call me at 610-286-8913.
Correct entries received within three days from the
day I receive the newsletter in my mailbox will be
eligible to win the grand prize of a $10 gift certificate
to the Elverson Deli. Runners-up will get a free beverage at the Deli. Good luck!
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A LITTLE KNOWN FACT!
Bob Patry

L

et’s celebrate a little known fact. Elverson is the home of
the hands that rocked the cradle of the iron industry in
America!
I brought this fact to the attention of a group of history
buffs during a talk about the beginnings of the iron industry in
America. During the meeting on September 18 in the Springfield
Room of Hopewell Manor, I documented our place in history.
The purpose of the article is to say the citizens of Elverson
are responsible to tell the world about the part Elverson played
in making the United States an industrial giant.
From 1717 until 1859, we were the center of the iron industry. Twenty of the forty-one furnaces and forges mentioned
in the Reading Furnace book were located south of the Schuylkill River from Churchtown to Route 100. In 1791, Ridge Road
became a state road and we were the major intersection for iron
products going in all four directions.
We were the center of commercial activity. We had an
abundance of natural springs and were the headwaters of
French Creek and the Conestoga River. Route 23 took products
to Lancaster and Philadelphia. Iron ore came from the Jones
Mine, then went west to Poole Forge or east to Warwick or
Reading Furnace. Much of their iron ingots as well as those
from Birdsboro went to Coatesville by way of Route 82.
Shown on an 1860 map of Elverson are forty-four buildings, including two stores, a blacksmith and a wheelwright. We
also had a hotel, churches and a post office. We had a school, a
warehouse and a tavern. Iron mines were within walking distance, so were Reading, Warwick and Coventry Furnaces as
well as Isabella.
Few people know we have a white sand pit whose sand
was the carpet for all the molten iron.
The evidence is undisputable! You need to get the word
out! Elverson is special. Elverson is the home of the hands that
rocked the cradle that made America an industrial giant!

DATES TO REMEMBER
 Election Day

Tuesday, November 5
7 am to 8 pm—Community Evangelical Free Church
 The Farmers’ Market at Elverson

Saturday, November 23
10 am to noon - Livingood Park Gazebos
 Children's’ Christmas Party

Friday, December 6
6:15 to 8:45 pm—Community Evangelical Free Church
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COUNTDOWN ’TIL CHRISTMAS!
A Christmas party for children grades kindergarten through sixth grade
(Kindergarten children must be no younger than 5 years old.)
Friday, December 6, 2013
6:15 PM—8:45 PM
Community Evangelical Free Church
52 South Brick Lane, Elverson—610.286.6790—cefcelverson.org
The Children’s Ministry team has put together a Christmas Party that will not only get your children excited
about counting down the days ‘til Christmas, but also introduce them to a fun and unusual Advent calendar.
The evening will be filled with Christmas songs, games, crafts, snacks and the Gospel presentation of the
birth of baby Jesus, God’s greatest gift to all of us.
The mission portion of the party will focus on the needs of homeless men this Christmas. All the children will
have an opportunity to assemble a small gift which will be donated to
Hope Rescue Mission in Reading.
If you would like to donate a pair of men’s gloves for our “glove” tree,
your gift will be much appreciated. These gloves will be donated to
the mission as well.
For more information, please log onto www.cefcelverson.org or call 610.286.6790.

RAISING CHICKENS & VEGETABLES
Samuel Fisher, Freedom Acres Farm

W

ith trends leaning heavily toward locally
sourced food and knowing where our food
comes from, the farmer’s market is a “wealth of infor‐
mation”. What better way to know your food and
how it is produced than to obtain it from the people
that grow it. It is called relationship marketing.
Only fifty years ago most people ‐ even in urban
settings ‐ still knew where their food came from. And
the majority of food, even if the grocer on Main Street
retailed it, was locally grown. Today the average
American meal travels fifteen hundred miles from
farm to plate and now we have a society
that is increasingly ignorant and suspi‐
cious of its food supply. And deservedly
suspicious in light of the many food bac‐
teria outbreaks we have experienced in
recent years.
That suspicion is tragic because it need not be.
The misunderstanding, distrust and paranoia ‐ on
both the part of producers and consumers ‐ is a terri‐
ble thing. But the kind of linkage, the kind of rela‐
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tionship necessary to solve these problems, does not
occur from mega‐businesses or centralized produc‐
ers. Nothing fosters corner‐cutting and inappropriate
procedures like the absence of careful scrutiny, a
closer relationship with the end user.
I do not think it is asking too much of a family
that spends hundreds of dollars and many days on a
vacation to spend an hour a week getting in touch
with their local food supply. It is a win‐win proposi‐
tion for producers and consumers. The producer wins
by being able to sell his product at retail prices to
loyal clientele that care about him.
And the consumer wins because noth‐
ing encourages integrity like close ties
with the producer. In other words, the
relationship keeps the producer honest
‐ as good as his word ‐ because his in‐
come and the future of his business is tied to it. With
each question posed by a customer at The Farmers’
Market at Elverson, we are forced to ponder ques‐
tions in light of what our prod‐
Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

ucts will do for them. What people need is good, clean food at an affordable price from a source they can trust.
This is a timeless need.
If you are interested in clean, local foods and have not been to The Farmers’ Market at Elverson, feel free to
come to our monthly winter markets. Or, if you are in Honey Brook, feel free to stop at our farm located on the
south side of town on Route 10 across from King’s Herbs (1043 Compass Road). Our retail farm store is open
Monday through Saturday from dawn to dusk. We raise chickens and turkeys on pasture (for meat). We also
maintain a flock of laying hens for farm fresh pasture‐raised eggs, keep several head of cattle and grow chemical
‐free vegetables. Our animal products are all grass based and we use no chemicals or synthetic growth hor‐
mones. We have an open door policy and are more than glad to show you around.

OUR THANKS TO THE ELVERSON BUSINESSES BELOW WHO SUPPORT THIS NEWSLETTER. If you would like
your business included, please contact Esther Prosser, esther@stoltzfus.com. 484.269.7153.

Submission Deadline is November 15th
for the December issue to brenda@stoltzfus.com,
26 East Main Street
or 610-286-5115. Remember to check out the newsletter in full color online at www.elversonboro.org.
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Halloweeners (judged before parade): Under 3 - Xavier Cummings, Lion; Age 3-5 - Angelia Antonini,
Devil: School Age - Aidan Reber, Minion; Parent Child - Minions; Best Parade Theme - Ava Harrman, Cowboy.

A Pumpkin Carving Contest was held on Sunday afternoon, October 13. Winners by category were: Rodeo Parade Theme - Dunbar
Family; Most Creative Pumpkin - Ella Whitlock; Scariest Pumpkin - Layla Mountz; Most Halloween - Owen Mountz; Fall Fun Pumpkin - Trent Family/Dalton Ink; People's Choice - Sydney Kline.

Hopewell Christian Fellowship
The Kinsey Family

Jody Phillips Rodeo Queen
Morgantown Community Church Awanas

TVHS Marching Band

