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THE FOUNDATIONS OF ELVERSON
Bob Patry

E

ven the word foundation is part of
history. We all like to choose the
right word to describe our thoughts. I
choose to describe the foundations of Elverson as the stones, bricks and cinder blocks
upon which the walls of our homes,
churches and businesses are built.
The latest edition of
Webster’s dictionary
begs to differ. The new
definition refers to the
act of establishing, an
institution for endowment or a cosmetic base
for make-up.
In this instance I will
retrieve
the
word
“foundation” from the
word-heap of history to
describe certain stones,
bricks, concrete and
cinder blocks that have
held up Elverson’s
businesses for over one
hundred years.

The foundation which holds the walls of the
present building tell its history even today.
The sizes and shapes of past structures have
changed but the foundation is still strong. The
production floor and walls have been extended. A fire destroyed
the Creamery. The fourstory tower we see today
housed an alcohol still. A
viewing platform now sits
atop the tower. Yes, the
foundation holds everything in place.

Dolfinger Creamery in 1906

Elverson’s borough has
the same foundation. Our
community has the heritage of a well built foundation. Men and women
with a vision and a “cando” attitude laid the foundation of many businesses
over the past hundred
years.

Now it’s your turn. We
have the foundation to
build on. We were the
Vixen Hill Manufacturing in 2012
“way stop” for Conestoga
The foundation was
wagons. We were the
built in 1906 to hold up the walls of Dolfin- shopping center for Warwick and Coventry in
ger Creamery. In 1936, the foundation held the 1800’s and homes and businesses in the
the Old Orchard Distillery. In 1950, the 1900’s. Today we have a great location on
foundation was strong enough to hold up a Route 23, a beautiful Main Street and many
commercial sewing factory called DeMayo buildings that can house small businesses.
Fashions. Graco used the building as a machine shop in 1959. During the 1970’s the
Let’s build on our
foundation held the UBC Grain Company.
foundation!
Since 1985 the foundation has held Vixen
Hill Manufacturing Company.

BIRDS NEED WATER TOO
Jody Phillips

Our cold, dry winter has presented a unique problem for local
wildlife, especially birds. Many of us have put up feeders for our
feathered friends, but birds need water as well. I provide drinking water for them in a hard rubber black feed pan.
These come in various sizes but the larger ones aren't deep
enough for bathing and the smaller version does not allow
enough room for several birds to gather for a social drink. The
pan's greatest asset is that it is unbreakable.
If the ice that forms in it is so thick that you can't break it with a
hammer, you can turn the pan over on the ground and stomp on
it until the ice breaks free. It has a nice rim for perching which
cannot freeze to the birds' feet and its dark color absorbs the
heat of the sun. You can buy one at any feed store or tack shop
like the Equine Exchange on Rte 23 in Pottstown or Nissley
Feed Center in Morgantown.
They are great for dogs and cats too. I put mine on a large rock
to keep it from freezing to the ground or getting covered by
snow. It is right next to the bird feeder. It is also very easy to
clean. I use a stiff brush.

SAVE A LIFE
Every year, lives are lost in homes without smoke alarms
or carbon monoxide alarms and those homes with nonfunctioning alarms. In a study conducted by the National
Fire Protection Association, nearly 96 percent of households report having at least one smoke alarm. Yet the U.S.
Fire Administration reports residential fires make up
nearly 83 percent of all civilian fire deaths. Residents disconnect the alarms or do not replace the batteries.
This year “Save a Life”. By now you have already
changed your clocks forward; so change your batteries in
your smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms.

I took the attached photo recently with my new camera. I was very
lucky to get the shot as these beauties usually don't stay around long
enough to have their picture taken. They have been in the area all
winter and love their fresh water.

Fire officials also remind residents that smoke alarms
should be replaced at least every 10 years and when residents buy a new one, they should purchase one with a 10
year battery life. Smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
alarms help save lives but they are nothing without working batteries. Don’t become another statistic.
Over the years Twin Valley Fire Department has responded to numerous carbon monoxide and smoke alarm
calls. Some have been serious in nature. This fact alone is
why we need to make sure and change out the batteries on
a regular basis.
Darryl Romig
Assistant Engineer, Twin Valley Fire Department
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MAIN STREET TREES—Tree Commission

TRI COUNTY ART SHOW & SALE

T

he 18th Annual Tri-County Art Show & Sale, sponsored by
The Rotary Club of Twin Valley, will be held at the recently renovated Caernarvon Township Community Center, 3307 Main
Street in Morgantown, from April 5 to April 7, 2013.
More than thirty local artists and
potters will display and sell their
artwork. Linda and Carl Horner
are this year’s featured artists.
In addition, student artists from
Twin Valley High School will
present their work.

You may remember that we added 56 trees to our Main
Street as part of a larger project that included new sidewalks along our northern section, gazebo style cluster
boxes, cement flower containers, additional crosswalks
and other improvements. The Pear, Red Maple and
Serviceberry trees survived the winter well and are ready
to be set free from their anchors. If you live in or own a
property along Main Street with a street tree anchored by
wires and stakes, please help us by removing them. Wire
cutters and some muscle should do
the job. If you are unable, contact
Esther Prosser
(esther@stoltzfus.com,
484.269.7153) and the Tree Commission will take care of it for you.
The purpose of the Shade Tree
Commission in Elverson is to protect and take care of street trees
within our Borough. If you have
questions or concerns about our
street trees, feel free to contact commission members.
Contact information can be found on our Borough website—www.elversonboro.org.

ELVERSON STREET CLEANING

The Community Center will be
converted into an art gallery.
On Friday evening, April 5, there will be a gala preview reception from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Food and wine will be served,
and guests will have an opportunity to meet the artists and to
participate in a silent auction. Advance tickets for the Artists’
Reception are available at $30.00 per person by contacting Ron
Moyer at 610-286-7689 or rjmoyer7@dejazzd.com. Tickets will
also be available at the door.
The art show will be free to the public on both Saturday, April 6,
and Sunday, April 7, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
This show is the primary fundraiser for The Rotary Club of Twin
Valley. Proceeds from the event will benefit community and
charitable activities in the Elverson, Morgantown, and Honey
Brook areas.
Visit www.tricountyartshow.org to see show details, including
biographies of participating artists, location information, and
sponsorship details.

Martins Paving will sweep our streets on Monday May
6th and Tuesday May 7th. Every resident has a job to do.
As this is being written, the winter has been mild with our
daily nuisance snows of a few inches. So the cinders have
accumulated.
Please rake any grassy areas next to the roads free of
stones and cinders into the streets. Second, sweep the
sidewalks and your driveway cinders into the streets.
Lastly create about a six-inch zone from the curb that is
free of stones and cinders to ensure that the machine can capture
everything.
Clean streets will be found everywhere if all of us in Elverson pitch
in. Remember on those days to not
park on your street. Thanks for
making Elverson a better place to
live and work.

Submission Deadline is April 15th
for the May issue to brenda@stoltzfus.com, 26 East Main Street
or 610-286-5115. Remember to check out the newsletter in full color online at www.elversonboro.org.
April 2013
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW
ELVERSON BOROUGH? Jody Phillips

W

e have a winner in the "What in Elverson Is It?”
contest - from now on to be called the "How Well Do
You Know Elverson Borough?" contest. Mary Leffler of
Hopewell Manor correctly identified the photo in the
March issue of the "Elverson Borough Newsletter" as the
gazebo viewing platform atop the Vixen Hill Manufacturing Building on Brewery Lane off Main Street. She was
also smart enough to call Brenda Haak, Newsletter Editor,
at Stoltzfus Enterprises, when the email address printed in
the newsletter seemed to be incorrect. Her answer was
sent to me at Jodysfritz@gmail.com and I delivered her
prize later that day.
This building site has an interesting history. The first
building erected there was a milk shipping station and ice
house, which stood from 1906 to 1924, when it burned
down. In 1906, milk cost $0.18 per gallon! From 1936 to
about 1938, the Old Orchard Distillery was constructed
on this lot and brewed peach brandy and apple jack.
Around 1950 a commercial sewing factory occupied the
building; and in the 1970's, it housed the UBC Grain
Company, with UBC standing for Upper Berks County.
The current owners of the building opened Vixen Hill
Manufacturing in 1985 and are still in business today,
selling gazebos, shutters and garden houses. They advertise a replica of their fine line of gazebos where everyone
can see it - on top of their place of business.
The above information is documented in Elverson's own
history book, The History of our Community: Elverson,
Pennsylvania by Bob Patry, which was published in May
of 2011 as part of Elverson's 100th anniversary as a borough. Copies are available for purchase through the
Elverson Historical Commission, 101 South Chestnut
Street, Elverson. PA 19520.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 2013
Merle Stoltzfus

COMPREHENSIVE (adjective) – of large content or scope; wide
-ranging.
Elverson’s last Comprehensive Plan is dated 1995. In these
past 18 years, the number of housing units in the Borough has
more than doubled along with our population. Our growth has
been beneficial to us in part because we adopted and updated
plans and ordinances that assisted in the management and absorption of our new population into our existing community.
Elverson is fortunate to be in the growing portion of Pennsylvania because places with decreasing population have varying
degrees of associated decline. A decrease in population over
time is always problematic—especially economically. To grow
in a sustainable way, we need to continue to update our plans.
As defined above, a Comprehensive Plan anticipates a wide
range of input from the Community. The Plan Update Task
force held its first meeting on March 12th. The first Public meeting is scheduled for 7:00 PM on Tuesday, May 14th. Please
mark your calendar if you have any interest in the large picture
future plans for the Borough. Here you will have the forum to
hear and give input. The meeting is anticipated to be held at
Hopewell Manor’s Springfield Room. Parking is somewhat limited so we will hope for good weather. If it is possible for you to
walk, we are asking you to enjoy a little pedestrian exercise in
your travel to the Hopewell facility that evening.
Planning is an important part of government. Good plans always include as much information as possible. Outcomes are
often different than what was planned, but this does not negate
the value of charting a course. The Comprehensive Plan Update Taskforce welcomes everyone to take part in developing
Elverson’s updated Comprehensive Plan.

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW ELVERSON BOROUGH?

ELVERSON’S MAIN STREET YARD SALE

Submit your answer to
Jody Phillips at
jodysfritz@gmail.com.
A gift certificate from
the Elverson Deli will
be awarded to the first
correct answer.

April 2013

Saturday, May 11th from 8 am to 1 pm
RAINDATE: May 18th—Main Street and behind Dr Eck’s
office. If you want to rent a table, contact Charlie Horning
at 610-913-6712.

ELVERSON’S FARMERS’ MARKET
April 27th at the Gazebos in Livingood Park (weather permitting) from 10 AM to noon. Be sure to check the website for
updates. www.TheFarmersMarketAtElverson.org
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SOMETHING BRIGHT AND CHEERY—Dorothy Bradshaw

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

I love the changing of the seasons. I anticipate the freshness in
flavors, colors, scenery, and temperature that arrives just in
time, as the previous season seems to be wearing out its welcome.
And as soon as I think of a new season, I think of the produce which will soon arrive at our market. For spring, I think of
strawberries, rhubarb, asparagus, radishes, and spring onions.
But there are times when that warmer-weather-promisingproduce, isn’t quite ready, and we need something bright and
cheery to tide us over.
These lemon triangles are up to the task. They take winter’s abundant citrus and promise that the sunshine is coming.

 The Farmers’ Market at Elverson

LEMON TRIANGLES
Crust:
1 3/4 cups flour
2/3 cups powdered sugar
1/4 cup cornstarch
3/4 teaspoon salt
1 1/2 sticks unsalted butter
Filling:
6 extra large eggs at room temperature
3 cups sugar
2 tablespoons grated lemon zest
1 cup freshly squeezed lemon juice (from about seven lemons)
1 cup flour
Powdered sugar, for dusting
Preheat the oven to 350°. Lightly butter a 13 x 9 inch baking sheet and line with Parchment paper, allowing the paper to
come up the sides of the pan.
Pulse the flour, powdered sugar, cornstarch and salt in a
food processor. Slice the butter into 1-inch pieces. Add the butter to the processor and process to blend, 8 to 10 seconds, and
then pulse until the mixture is pale yellow and resembles coarse
meal, about three 1-second bursts. Sprinkle the mixture into a
lined pan and press firmly with your fingers to form an even, 1/4
inch layer over the entire pan bottom. Refrigerate or 30 minutes,
and bake for about 20-25 minutes, until golden brown.
Meanwhile, whisk together the eggs, sugar, lemon zest,
lemon juice and flour. Pour over the warm crust and bake for 30
to 35 minutes, until the filling is set. Let cool to room temperature (or refrigerate overnight in the pan). Using the parchment
to pull them out of the pan, transfer to a cutting board and peel
the paper down. Using a sharp knife or pizza cutter, cut into 20
squares. Then cut each square diagonally to form 40 triangles. Sprinkle with powdered sugar before serving.

Saturday, April 27
10 am to noon—Livingood Park Gazebos
 Borough Street Sweeping—May 6 and 7
 2013 Comprehensive Plan Meeting—

Tuesday, May 14
7 pm—Hopewell Manor Springfield Room
 Primary Election—Tuesday, May 21

7 am to 8 pm—Community Evangelical Free Church
 Main Street Yard Sale—Saturday, May 11

8 am to 1 pm (rain date is May 18)
 Elverson Day at the Park—Saturday June 22

Elverson’s 2nd Annual 5K Run/1 Mile Walk—8:30 am
Music, Games and Fireworks—4 pm to dark—
Livingood Park
 Vacation Bible School—July 8 to 12

Community Evangelical Free Church on Brick Lane

ELVERSON DAY—FIREWORKS & ALL!
Esther Prosser

W

e plan to begin bright and early on Saturday, June
22 with the Elverson 5K Run, 1 Mile Walk with 8:30 as
the start time. Log onto www.elversonboro.org to register. Our fabulous Farmers’ Market at Elverson will be
open from 9 to 1 pm.
Music and children’s activities will begin at 4 pm with the
Cripple Creek Gang, Johnny (Cash) Barnett and the West
Chester Concert Band. Yes, we will end the day with
fireworks!
If you would like to contribute to our fireworks display,
please contact me (esther@stoltzfus.com, 484.269.7153).
We are looking for funds to match an
already generous business offer. And
mark it on your calendar—Saturday,
June 22. We hope to see you at Livingood Park!

Dorothy Bradshaw and her husband, Jere Scott, moved to
Elverson in 2012, as southern expatriates. She loves spending
her time cooking, sewing, and blogging. Her blog is Belle of the
Kitchen, http://belleofthekitchen.blogspot.com.
April 2013
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OUR THANKS TO THE ELVERSON BUSINESSES ABOVE WHO SUPPORT THIS NEWSLETTER.
If you would like your business included, please contact Esther Prosser, esther@stoltzfus.com.
484.269.7153.

