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HERE’S LOOKING AT YOU
ELVERSON HISTORIC DISTRICT—Chris Cameron
ain Street and Chestnut Street will soon feature some
additional color. After a lengthy educational process,
The Elverson Historical Commission recently purchased
10 Elverson Historic District banners that will be placed
on select telephone poles throughout the Borough. The purpose of
these banners is twofold: to recognize the unique history of Elverson
and to help calm traffic through the center of Elverson’s historic district.
These banners will be similar to the historic district banners already dis‐
played in many neighboring towns. The banners will be white text on a
charming hunter green background. They are 24”x 48” in length and
are made from a durable cloth material that is similar to the material used for boat sails and
awnings.
After many discussions and mockups about what was to be featured on the banner logos,
our own historic district resident, Melissa Werner, came up with the final design—a histori‐
cal drawing of the Blue Rock Hotel.
The Commission is working in conjunction with PPL Electric to place the banners on the tele‐
phone poles and we expect them to be displayed by early spring. We hope that you enjoy
them and it is our expectation that they bring an added touch of class to our historic district.
As always, The Elverson Historical Commission is here to serve you with the preservation
and dissemination of all history that relates to the Borough of Elverson.

I

spied this team of
Haflingers pulling a carriage,
trotting down Homestead Drive
in Summerfield on New Year's
Day. The horses are stabled at
a farm on Brick Lane. I frequently see this carriage on
Sunday afternoons. The driver
and passenger are always
dressed in their Sunday best as
they enjoy a relaxing tour of
Elverson, adding to the ambiance of the borough, as they
smile and wave to their
neighbors. Of course, everyone
smiles and waves back - in the
Elverson way. Jody Phillips

CREATION STATION PRESCHOOL
Alisa Oxenford

THE TWIN VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT
WOULD LIKE TO ANNOUNCE THE OFFICER
TEAM FOR 2013

Friday, December 14th was a very important night to the
preschoolers of Creation Station Preschool in Elverson.
The children had been practicing many weeks in preparation for a Christmas musical for their families. Through
songs and props such as sheep masks, bells and glow
sticks, all 33 children told the narrative of Jesus’ birth.
There was a time of cookies and fellowship following the
musical for families to socialize.
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Creation Station Preschool is a non-profit ministry of
Elverson United Methodist Church and offers morning
classes for children ages 3-5. Their mission is to provide
an affordable way to educate preschoolers in a Christian
environment. They offer small class sizes of up to 10
children and 2 teachers in each class. Readers may contact the preschool at 610.286.0514 to learn more about
what the preschool has to offer, or visit the website:
www.CreationStationPreschool.org.

NASHVILLE TOUR
APRIL 28—MAY 3, 2013

The Twin Valley Fire Department would like to thank
the residents and businesses of Elverson Borough
for their continued support. We wish everyone a
safe and happy 2013.

www.TVFD69.com

J

oin Charlie Horning for another great trip next
spring. Some tour inclusions and highlights in‐
clude five nights lodging, nine meals, Nashville
Nightlife Dinner Show, guided tours of Nashville,
Ryman Auditorium, Belle Meade Plantation, back‐
stage at the Grand Ole Opry, Barbara Mandrell’s
former home and the Country Music Hall of fame.
For more information and pricing
call Charlie or Sally at 610‐913‐6712.
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RESEARCH OF THE HEADWATERS OF THE CONESTOGA RIVER
Bob Patry
he source of water that forms the East and West
branches of the Conestoga Creek, which becomes the Conestoga River and eventually
flows to the Susquehanna River, comes from
two locations. The primary location, due to the fact that
the springs have been flowing since before Route 23 was
an Indian Path, are the natural springs located on the east
side of North Chestnut Street in Chester County, PA.
Many years ago the name was Spring Street, then Water
Street and now North Chestnut Street
due to the extension of Chestnut Street
to the north side of Main Street in
1832. Elverson’s elevation at the intersection of Routes 23 and 82 have the
springs water flowing west. Just a few
more feet of elevation would have the
springs water flowing east downhill
and towards the Schuylkill River and
eventually into the Delaware River.

Black Creek begins travelling southwest by the jeep trail
south of The Lake in the Wood Campground. It crosses
the turnpike and Black Creek Road before heading east
for five miles and crossing California Road just north of
Hammertown Road. Black Creek then runs southwest on
the north side of Swamp Road for two miles until crossing Main Street in Morgantown at the Methodist Cemetery. It continues along Mill Road for just a mile before
Black Creek combines with East Branch to become the
Conestoga River in Berks County.
The Conestoga river then travels west
through the Caernarvon Valley after
crossing Route 10. The river flows by
many farms situated a half mile south of
Route 23. A perfect view of the river
flow would be from the low bridge at
the junction of Shirktown Road and
Conestoga Creek Road. (travel south of
Route 23 at the Twin Valley Bible
Chapel). Another opportunity to enjoy
the river flow is at Historic Poole
Forge and the covered bridge located
two miles west on Route 23. The river
at that point crosses Route 23 and continues west under another covered
bridge at Weaverland Road.

The second flow begins high in the
State Game Lands of northeastern Lancaster County. The location is just
north of I-76, the Pennsylvania Turnpike, and known as Black Creek.
In Elverson, the small flow of water as
it flows west is called the East Branch River. It flows in
back of Twin Valley High School and runs aside Joanna
Road into the big lake along Route 10. At that point it
turns south and runs along Joshua Road until it crosses
Route 23 and heads south and crosses Mill Road close to
Masthof Press and the Mill General Store.
The junction of both East River Branch and Black Creek
is in Berks County just west of the Mast Property along
Mill Road. These tributaries combine to form a west
bound Conestoga River.

As water seeks its own level, so does the Conestoga River
seek the towns it helped establish years ago. The river
passes Churchtown, Hinkletown and Brownstown. The
river passes Lancaster and New Danville and ends at Safe
Harbor. At that point, our creeks that turned into the
Conestoga, flow into the great Susquehanna. Together the
mountain streams that feed the farmlands and quench the
thirst of the friendly people of Chester and Lancaster
counties, meet other rivers on the journey to the majestic
Chesapeake Bay.

Delicate icicles hang from
dry oak leaves after January
16th's ice storm, transforming the landscape into a
crystalline wonderland.
Jody Phillips
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GEORGE WASHINGTON SLEPT HERE
Mary Jo Trivitz

ELVERSON FIRM, STELL ENVIRONMENTAL, WINS 2012
BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Each year the Environmental Business Journal recognizes outstanding business performance in the
environmental industry with its EBJ Business
Achievement Awards. Environmental Business
Journal recently announced its 15th annual business
achievement awards. The 2012 winners succeeded
in a relatively difficult business climate, so we salute
the dedication and commitment of the companies
awarded.
The Gold Medal Business Achievement for Small
Firms goes to Stell Environmental Enterprises,
Inc. (Elverson, PA) a small, disadvantaged and
woman-owned firm under the Small Business Administration's 8(a) program, holding contracts with
the Department of Defense (DOD), Penn DOT and
other clients for environmental restoration, compliance, and technical support activities. The firm was
founded in 2004 by Mary Jane and Todd Stell, who
have guided SEE's development and sustained success, growing the organization to nearly 100 staff in
several states. Todd and Mary Jane located their
company headquarters in Elverson (25 East Main),
and are enthusiastic supporters of small businesses
locating in small, local communities.

Aleithia High School Players present - George Washington Slept Here. This comedy by Moss Hart and George S.
Kaufman follows the trials and tribulations of Newton
Fuller who craves—and gets—"a little place in the country to call his own." Newton and his wife, Annabell, and
their daughter, Madge, are hypnotized into taking over
one of those windowless, waterless, almost roofless
houses that dot the countryside. The ensuing troubles may
be summed up by a search for water, a quarrel with a
neighbor who owns not only the brook but the very road
that leads from the highway to the house, the attempted
elopement of the daughter with a summer-theatre actor,
and the usual invasion of the weekend guests, including a
prodigal uncle who is assumed to be rich but turns out to
be just another bankrupt. It is discovered that the neighbor
really doesn't own Newton's roadway, and that Newton's
wife, who began by showing disgust over her husband's
idiocy in wanting to live in the country, decides that he
was right all along.
Play performances will be at Forks of the Brandywine
Church, 1648 Horseshoe Pike (Rt. 322), Glenmoore,
PA. There will be two Dessert Theater performances on
Thursday, February 28th, and Friday, March 1st, both
at 7:30 pm. Tickets are $10, and must be purchased in
advance. Contact Nancy Hollahan at Hollahan@comcast.net or 610-942-8988. There will also be
two general public performances on Saturday, March
2nd. The matinee
show begins at 2:00
p.m. Tickets are $2
for students and $4 for
adults. The evening
show begins at 7:00
p.m. Tickets are $2
for students and $6
for adults.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Robert E Cook

D

ecember 2012 was the 112th National Audubon Society’s Annual Christmas Bird
Count, but only the 74th time for Elverson. And this was the 67th time, without
a miss, that I have done the count. Twenty-three others joined me this year.

The Peregrine Falcon was a new bird this year as well as ten other birds not on last year’s list. They
counted eighty-eight different species with a total count of 22,536 birds!
The observers this year were Kyle Brun, Barry & Michael Blust, James Cook, Robert & Ruth Cook, William
Goodfellow, Frank & Barb Haas, Holly Hartshorne, Rudy Keller, Dean Kendall, Rick Keyser, Harrold Lebo,
Rob Megran, Holly Merker, Lisa Miller, Gail & Rich Pfaehler, Rick Robibson, James Russell, Vince & Sharon
Smith and Art Zdancewic.
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YOUR BOROUGH OFFICIALS

MEETING SCHEDULES

Mayor: Arleigh Hegarty

Borough Council
First Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM

Secretary/Treasurer: Lorrie Stolz
Council:
Robert Broderick, President
Shirley Crehan
Timothy McEwen
Jonathan Pershall
Esther Prosser
Jack Stewart
Merle Stoltzfus

Municipal Authority
Last Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM
Planning Commission
Third Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM (when scheduled)
Historical Commission
Third Monday of every month at 7:00 PM
Shade Tree Commission
Meet when scheduled

Please note that our Elverson website has been changed to www.elversonboro.org. Our office
email is lorrie@elversonboro.org.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Elverson Winter Farmers’ Market
Saturday, February 23, 10 am to noon
Twin Valley Firehouse

Main Street Yard Sale
Saturday, May 11, 8 am to 1 pm
Main Street in Elverson

Elverson Day at the Park
Saturday, June 22
Livingood Park

Submission Deadline is February 15th
for the March issue to brenda@stoltzfus.com, 26 East Main Street
or 610-286-5115. Remember to check out the newsletter in full color online at
www.elversonboro.org.
February 2013

ELVERSON BOROUGH NEWSLETTER

Page 5

Elverson Borough
PO Box 206
Elverson PA 19520
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PRST STD
US POSTAGE
PAID
READING, PA
PERMIT #415

